Parallels between the foraging strategies of ants and plants.
Animal and plant ecologists generally follow separate paths. This often leads to disjointed approaches to solving similar ecological problems. In the past 20 years, two related, but unconnected, research fields have undergone rapid development: modular demography, with its morphological and functional analysis of resource capture, until now basically the domain of plant ecology; and foraging theory, traditionally applied and developed in animal ecology. The results of recent research on the foraging strategies of ants and clonal plants, however, outline a general framework of functional parallels between both types of organisms that could link important aspects of animal and plant foraging ecology.